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President ¢ Wessage:

By Patricca Hmada

With only three months left as WALC president, | would
like to extend my deepest appreciation for the honor of having
served this wonderful organization. A steady, reliable and en-
ergetic board has supported my efforts and | would like to
thank them for their dedication to our mission. We have
worked together as a team giving up the first Saturday morning
of each month to provide input and leadership to our group. In
addition, board members have chaired or participated in com-
mittee meetings and assisted in countless events at the center
and in the community. Their gifts of time, expertise and mon-
ey came from the heart, for that, | thank them.

| am always gratified to see the wonderful work carried
out by our tutors. | know that the work is not easy, it takes pa-
tience, persistence and above all, caring. Many of our tutors
come in after working long hours at their jobs, others give up
your precious daytime hours and travel quite a distance to our
council’s office. Sometimes it is hard to see the fruits of your
labor, you may wonder if it makes a difference at all. Let me
assure you that it does, for you are changing lives and giving
hope of a better tomorrow to our students.

(Continued on page 2)

EXECUTIVE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

Pat Almada,
President

C.L. Carr,
1st Vice President

Eva Moreno,
2nd Vice President

Laura Ruchhoft,
Recording Secretary

Gloria Boone,
Corresponding
Secretary

Lisa Dabbs,
Fund Raising Chair

Susan Mitchell,
Treasurer

Mary Ellen De Santos,
Hospitality Chair

Maricella Ibarra,
Publicity Coordinator

Cristina Gardner,
Family Literacy

Anna Hinkle,
Library/City Liaison

Laura Chavez Warner,
Newsletter Editor

ADVISORY BOARD
Conan Barker
Bruce Lindsay

Jim Sass
Donna Smith




Prescdent s Message

(Continued)

I look forward our Cin-
co de Mayo Zumba Fundraiser
and our last event of the year,
our student recognition lunch-
eon, on June 2" hope you
will be able to join us at the
Uptown YMCA to present a
certificate to your student and
enjoy a delicious pizza lunch.
We have all worked hard this
year and it is time to cele-
brate! | will continue to serve
on the board as past president
and tutor trainer and | encour-
age everyone to become even
more involved by bringing in a
friend, joining a committee or
accepting a board position.

| would like to con-
clude with the words of Dr.
Seuss, “Unless someone like
you cares a whole awful Iot,
nothing is going to get better.
It’s not”

Family Literacy
Night
By Christina Gardener

On February 7th, 2012,
WALC held its second of three
Family Literacy Nights. Cindea
Trejo, a nutritionist from
Whittier Presbyterian Hospi-
tal, was our speaker for the
evening. Ms. Trejo gave an
informative presentation re-
garding nutritional facts. She
talked about the importance
of various nutrients in our diet
and what foods are good
sources for them. She also
discussed the importance of
exercise in our lives, reading
nutritional labels on our food,

4 and monitoring our sugar in-

take and food portion sizes.
Ms. Trejo kindly agreed to re-
turn again next year if parents
are further interested in the

.. subject.

“The best way to find
yourself is to lose
yourself in the service
of others.”

- Mahatma Gandhi

Our third Family Litera-
cy Night took place on March
27th. Donette Boyd from East
Whittier School
District was our presenter.
The topic was “What Do Test
Scores Really Mean?” Mis.
Boyd gave us a very informa-
tive presentation regarding
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Family Literacy
Night Cont’d

the Standardized Testing and
Reporting (STAR) assessments
that public school students
grades 2 through 11 are re-
quired to take every spring.
We are very grateful to Ms.
Boyd for providing this useful
information.

Challenge Grant
Goal Met

WALC supporters have
helped us reach our $5,000
goal! Even though our goal
has been reached, we are al-
ways happy to accept contri-
butions for our wonderful mis-
sion. Help WALC stay finan-
cially stable by contributing
today. All donation are tax
deductable.



2012 Soup & 4 Good Book

By Lawra (Chave; Warner

On Saturday, March 17, 2012, The
Whittier Area Literacy Council presented The
7th Annual Soup & A Good Book fundraiser.
This year’s theme was “Poetry in Motion,”
and it was a great success! The Fireside
room was filled to capacity with students
and their families, tutors, and community
members joined together in support of
WALC.

Those in attendance had the pleasure of
sampling a variety of delicious soup donated
by local restaurants, including Baily’s Restau-
rant, California Grill, Carino’s Itallian Grill,
Dattilo’s, Fenix 5-4, Greenleaf Café and Su-
per Burrito. A heartfelt thanks to all these
establishments for generously providing the
wonderful soup!

This event offered WALC students an
opportunity to demonstrate their poetry
writing skills. Tutors worked with students
in preparation for the event, guiding them in
writing various forms of poetry. The student
poems were recited by students from Whitti-
er College who brought the poems to life
with humor, drama, and enthusiasm. Thanks
to all our students and tutors for working
diligently on your poems.

Jill Frieze Prado, the featured guest
speaker, read from her first book,
“Astronaut the Library Dog: A Tale of a Sto-
rybook-Lovin’ Pooch,” and was accompa-
nied by her brindle boxer, Astro. Jill and As-
tro are long time volunteers for the Whittier
Public Library’s “Read to the Dogs” early lit-
eracy program. Thanks to Jill and Astro for
your contribution to the success of Soup &
A Book and for your dedication to the pro-
motion of literacy in our community.



10 Things Tutors
Can Do

(That Books and Comput-
ers Can’t)...

By Farrellink.com

1. SMILE!

2. Read aloud together. Fluen- 7.

cy (reading smoothly and
with correct inflection is very
important to reading com-
prehension, but only speak-
ing with other human beings
can fully build this skill.

3. Model curiosity and inquiry.
Being a good tutor isn’t
about what you know; it’s
about showing how you
know and showing others
how to learn. Demonstrate

the use of reference materi- 8-

als, and ask open ended

guestions that make you
both think a little deeper
about a topic.

4. Figure out how the skill is
relevant to the learner’s life.
Every person has different
goals and life experiences.

Ask your learner “What 9.

should | know about you?”
Write down what you hear,
and then connect infor-
mation to what you are
learning together.

5. Use concrete, 3D object to
introduce concepts. The

more senses some uses, the
more he/she will remember.

Identify what a learner al-
ready knows. Humans re-
tain new information by con-
necting it to what they al-
ready know. A good connec-
tion is often more memora-
ble that a good explanation.

Mentor how to apply critical
thinking skills to everyday
incidents. A learner’s life
experiences are not distrac-
tions from learning... they
are opportunities to learn
and apply things like writing
skills, time management,
prioritizing lists, and evalu-
ating information. The ulti-
mate goal of education is for
learner to have a better qual-
ity of life and relationships.

Make practice fun through
enjoying games and repeti-
tion. Practice make perfect,
but no one wants to do the
same worksheet 15 times.
Use puzzles, flash cards, or
“friendly competition” to
make the necessary repeti-
tion fun.

Take a vacation. Books
don’t need a break to take
care of themselves & their
loved ones. You do. We will
miss you but we don’t expect
your to be here everyday.

10. LISTEN!

Upcoming Events:

Cinco de Mayo ZUMBA
Fundraiser

Saturday , May 5th 2012
12:30-2:00 pm at
Studio Danza
13015 Bailey Street Whittier,
CA 90601

Call 562-698-6598 for
more information

Whittier Areav
Literacy Council -
Celebrating 50 Yeaws

of Service

12911 Hadley Street
Whittier, CA 90601
P.O. Box 917
Whittier, CA 90608
Phone: 562-698-6598
Fax: 562-698-6598

Email: walcread@
verizon.net

Web site:
walcread.org

Find us on

Facebook

Al s o, be sure

Whittier Area Literacy

Council on Facebook !



